This study aimed to investigate students' perception towards the National Examination (Ujian Nasional/UN) and its positive and negative effects (washback). The study was a qualitative research using a survey method. It involved XII-grade students who had taken the examination from some vocational senior high schools in East Ciputat, South Tangerang, Banten, i.e. SMK Triguna Utama, SMK YMJ and SMK Moh. Husni Thamrin. A questionnaire was therefore constructed to elicit their beliefs, attitudes, behaviors and/or opinions regarding the UN. The findings showed almost all of the students believed that National Examination could increase their learning intensity, or, in other words, UN could motivate them to study harder. However, there was also revealed that the students doubted and questioned the effectiveness and importance of UN in creating better teaching learning process. These thus indicated that National Examination had positive as well as negative washback on teaching learning activities of XII-grade students of some vocational senior high schools in South Tangerang.
INTRODUCTION
Testing is universal feature of social life. Throughout history, people have been put to the test to prove their capabilities or to establish their credentials (McNamara, 2008, p. 3) .
Testing for purposes of detection or to establish identity has become an accepted part of sport, law, medicine, and other fields including education.
Our education system is awash with various high stakes testing, be it standardized, multiple-choice testing or portfolio assessment. Washback, a term commonly used in applied linguistics, refers to the influence of language testing on teaching and learning. The extensive use of examination scores for various educational and social purposes in society nowadays has made the washback affect a distinct educational phenomenon. This is both in general education and in teaching English as a second or foreign language, from kindergarten to grade XII classrooms to the tertiary level (Cheng et al., 2004) . (Davies et al., 2002, p. 225 (Setiawan, 2014, p. 4) .
Eventually, there is always a potential for error when we measure something. Bachman and Palmer (1996) even believe that there is no such thing as a good test or bad test, or even such thing as the best test even for a certain situation.
National Examination
National Examination (UN) is a standard evaluation system of primary and secondary education. process (Mulyasa, 2009, p. 206 ).
Humans as a core resource in education are no longer seen as free and independent. The objective of learning in schools as if it is simply formed to prepare and face the examination. Spirit of critical reasoning development of the students is constrained. Future expectations of the students seemed to be depended on a graduation rate only (Andyka, 2011, p. 53 ).
To mention a few, the death of a student after attending the UN because the stress of being not able to answer the questions could be an evidence of the negative impact of the UN. The common practice of the school to add a list of "educational apostasy," i.e. false answer key leakage that deliberately made by some irresponsible persons, and a bit of administrative problems, is the fact that often occurs in the field. Not to mention the appalling problems of the UN budget each year is estimated to reach Rp 540 billion (Andyka, 2011, p. 55) .
In his book Menggugat UN, Prof.
Hamid Hasan said that the quality of education is determined by a quality learning environment. Quality environment is formed by a variety of factors, including the factors of teaching facilities, learning interactions, learning materials, and learning atmosphere. It should be developed and directed that UN as one of the evaluation tools to collect data about the quality of education services (Andyka, 2011, p. 56) .
UN is merely an educational quality and services mapping for each region in Indonesia. By mapping the visible picture of weakness, deficiency, and excess of national education, at its best function, it should act as a foundation for improving the quality of national education.
In this research, the writers focused on: 3. Information is collected from a sample rather than from every member of the population (Fraenkel et al., 2012, p. 393) .
This research will be presented in qualitative and descriptive approach.
According to Creswell (2003, p. 207) , 
Instrument of the Research
The instrument used in this research was a questionnaire. Brown (2001 ) in Dӧrnyei (2010 defined questionnaires as any written instruments that present respondents with a series of questions or statements to which they are to react either by writing out their answers or selecting from among existing answers.
The questionnaire used here is close-ended questions with multiplechoice answers consisted of 10 questions.
Technique of Data Collection
The writer conducted direct administration to a group method in collecting the data. Fraenkel et al. (2012, p. 396) explained that this method is used whenever a researcher has access to all (or most) of the members of a particular group in one place. The instrument is administered to all members of the group at the same time and usually in the same place.
Techniques of Data Analysis
After the questionnaire has been responded, there remains the final task of summarizing the responses in order to draw some conclusions from the results.
The total size of the sample was reported, along with the overall percentage of returns. Finally, the percentage of the total sample responding for each item was also reported.
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
The writer follows Miles and Huberman's (1994, p. 14) 
